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Dexter Township Board – Regular Meeting
Tuesday May 19, 2026 – 6:00PM

Location: Dexter Township Hall, 6880 Dexter-Pinckney Rd., Dexter, MI

Call to Order: Supervisor Scott called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Acknowledgements:
Optional Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call/Conflict of Interest Check
Present: Trustee Nolte, Trustee Abbott, Treasurer Metz, Clerk Stamboulellis, Trustee Sanders,
Trustee Sikkenga, Supervisor Scott.
Absent – None
All members declared no conflict of interest.

Approval of Agenda

Trustee Sikkenga requested that approval of the minutes be removed from the Consent Agenda
and added as Action Item A, with remaining action items renumbered accordingly.

Motion to approve the agenda as amended.
Moved by Trustee Sikkenga, seconded by Trustee Nolte.
All Ayes. Motion carried.

Call for Public Comment
Joseph Spiegel, 7905 Sauer Road, speaking in his capacity as a board member of the Farmland
and Open Space Preservation Board, expressed support for the pending conservation easement
funding request and commended the work of the FOSPB. He also offered support for the draft
ICE resolution and the LGBTQ equality resolution.

Scott Joling, Harris Road, also a member of the FOSPB, spoke in support of conservation
easement application 2024-3, noting that the township would bear only 40 percent of the cost due
to grants secured from the Ann Arbor Greenbelt and the county. He also expressed support for
the ICE and LGBTQ resolutions.

Christine Mehuron, 8751 Beechwood Drive, commended the board for the resolutions under
consideration and encouraged the board to use them as a foundation for developing a local civil
rights ordinance.

Presentations:

http://www.dextertownshipmi.gov/
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a) County Bicentennial Video
Supervisor Scott introduced a video produced for the Washtenaw County Bicentennial
celebration, narrated by a PhD student who interned with the county commission. The video
covered the origins and history of Washtenaw County. Technical difficulties prevented the video
from playing in full during the meeting; Supervisor Scott indicated the link would be posted on
the township website.

b) Foster Swift
Keith Brown of Foster Swift Collins & Smith, P.C., presented the firm's municipal law practice.
He described the firm's team of approximately nine core municipal attorneys with broader
support from approximately 17 attorneys, serving municipalities of all sizes across Michigan
from offices in Grand Rapids, Holland, Lansing, and Southfield. He noted the firm's extensive
experience with emerging issues including data center ordinances.

Board members asked questions regarding the firm's experience with data center regulations,
potential conflicts of interest with private clients, experience with social justice resolutions, and
ethical standards related to documentation and billing practices. Supervisor Scott noted that the
engagement letter had been distributed to board members and that a decision on retaining Foster
Swift would be placed on the next meeting's agenda.

Consent Agenda:
The minutes were removed from the Consent Agenda per the earlier amendment. All remaining
items were considered as presented.

Motion to approve the consent agenda.
Moved by Trustee Nolte, seconded by Treasurer Metz.
All Ayes. Motion carried.

Closed Session:

a) Discussion of FOSPB Recommendation for Purchase of Conservation Easement
Motion to enter Closed Session under MCL 15.267 for the purpose of discussing the purchase of
property.
Moved by Treasurer Metz, seconded by Trustee Abbott.
The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote (7,0).

The board entered and subsequently exited closed session.

Motion to exit Closed Session.
Moved by Trustee Nolte, seconded by Trustee Abbott.
All Ayes. Motion carried.

Action Items:

a) Consider Approval of FOSPB Recommendation for Purchase of Conservation Easement
The board considered approval of an expenditure from the Dexter Township dedicated millage
for the purchase of conservation easement application 2024-3. Supervisor Scott noted that with
this approval, and pending closure of two additional easements, the township was on track to
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complete three conservation easements in the current year. Clerk Stamboulellis noted that there
is still a significant balance remaining for potential future conservation easements.

Motion to approve an expenditure from the Dexter Township dedicated millage in an amount up
to $231,200 for the purchase of conservation easement associated with application 2024-3.
Moved by Trustee Abbott, seconded by Clerk Stamboulellis.
The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote (7,0).

b) Acceptance of Financial Transactions
Clerk Stamboulellis advised the board that the check disbursement report total for Fund 101 and
the revenue and expenditure report reflected a difference of approximately $67,000 due to five
expenditures being backdated to the prior fiscal year. These included invoices from the BS&A
software conversion, a prior snow removal vendor, and Decker Insurance, all of which were
delayed in their billing cycle. Trustee Sikkenga requested that an updated year-end financial
report for the prior fiscal year be provided at the next meeting. Supervisor Scott noted that the
fiscal year had not yet been formally closed and that the auditor had been engaged.

Motion to accept the financial transactions.
Moved by Trustee Sanders, seconded by Trustee Sikkenga.
All Ayes. Motion carried.

c) Consider Approval of Fertilizer Ordinance
Director of Planning and Zoning Fletcher Reyher presented the proposed fertilizer ordinance,
developed in coordination with the Huron River Watershed Council and modeled on ordinances
adopted by Hamburg Township and Lyndon Township. The ordinance establishes restrictions for
fertilizer application near water bodies and wetlands.

The board discussed at length whether to set the setback to 50 feet, as recommended by staff, or
100 feet. Trustee Sikkenga and Clerk Stamboulellis advocated 100 feet. Clerk Stamboulellis also
noted the shallow water tables near lake properties, the potential for fertilizer to percolate into
waterways, and the precedent 100 feet setback set by Scio Township. Trustee Nolte expressed
concern that a 100-foot setback could create confusion in education efforts, particularly given
that several of the township's lakes span multiple jurisdictions with ordinances set at 50 feet, and
that enforcement would be largely education-driven regardless. Treasurer Metz argued in favor
of 100 feet on the basis that it was better to start more protective before an education program
was in place, with the option to reduce the setback later.

David Lossing of the Huron River Watershed Council confirmed that the 50-foot standard
originated as a best practice without a specific scientific basis, and that there was no clear
scientific consensus distinguishing the environmental benefit of 50 versus 100 feet. Fletcher
Reyher acknowledged that 100 feet would effectively prohibit fertilizer application on the
majority of lake residential lots given existing setback configurations.

The board also agreed to amend the violation provision in Section 5(d) to read "each application
constitutes a new violation," replacing the prior language of "each day a violation persists."
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Trustee Sikkenga, as the motion maker, and Treasurer Metz, as the seconder, accepted both
amendments — the change from 50 to 100 feet and the revision to the violation language — as
friendly amendments.

Motion to adopt the Fertilizer Ordinance as amended, including a 100-foot setback from water
bodies and wetlands and a provision that each application constitutes a new violation.
Moved by Trustee Sikkenga, seconded by Treasurer Metz.
The motion carried 6-1, with Trustee Nolte voting no.

Discussion Items:

a) Draft Resolution on ICE – Trustee Sanders
Trustee Sanders introduced the draft resolution directing that Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) officers shall not be permitted to enter, remain in, or conduct civil
immigration enforcement activities on any Dexter Township-owned, leased, or operated property
— including parking areas — without a valid judicial warrant or court order. The resolution was
modeled on similar resolutions recently adopted by Washtenaw County, the City of Ann Arbor,
and Ypsilanti. Trustee Sanders emphasized that the resolution was intended to protect all
residents exercising civic rights on township property. Discussion addressed operational
questions, including how the resolution would be implemented in practice, the distinction
between civil and criminal immigration enforcement, and the role of the Washtenaw County
Sheriff. Supervisor Scott noted a desire to ensure the civil enforcement language was as strong
and unambiguous as possible before final adoption. The resolution will be brought for a vote at
the next meeting.

b) Draft Resolution supporting LGBTQ Equality – Trustee Nolte and Trustee Sanders
Trustee Nolte and Trustee Sanders presented a draft resolution affirming the township's
commitment to non-discrimination and inclusion for LGBTQ residents, acknowledging June as
Pride Month, and committing to review township policies and hiring practices for inclusivity.
Trustee Sanders noted the resolution was particularly important given the rollback of LGBTQ
protections at the federal level. The resolution will be brought for a vote at the next meeting.

c) Creation of Local Roads Committee – Supervisor Scott
Supervisor Scott proposed forming a Local and Private Roads Committee (name suggested by
Trustee Sikkenga) with two subcommittees: one focused on local road policy, and one focused
on private road issues, including the special assessment district process. Discussion
acknowledged the complexity of the private road SAD process, the varying conditions of the
township's approximately 20 miles of private roads, and the need for clear township policy on
when the board will pursue an SAD. Trustee Sikkenga noted that the board was not statutorily
required to obtain majority resident approval for an SAD but recommended that a policy
threshold be established. The item will be brought forward for formal action at a subsequent
meeting.



Minutes of the Dexter Township Board May 19, 2026

Page 5 of 6

d) Creation of Environmental Stewardship Committee – Trustee Sikkenga
Trustee Sikkenga clarified that the draft Environmental Stewardship Committee charge included
in the packet was intended for informational review this month, with formal discussion deferred
to the next meeting. Supervisor Scott noted the intention to structure this committee with
subcommittees, and Trustee Sikkenga suggested replacing a proposed "recycling" subcommittee
with a broader "waste not" subcommittee aligned with the Communities for Clean Streams
framework.

Q&A: Staff and Dexter Township Committee Reports

a) Office Administrator Report – Samantha Edwards

b) Supervisor Report – Supervisor Scott
Supervisor Scott highlighted two items from the Supervisor's report: a Board Rules update
requiring board review and revision, as the current rules reference outdated standing committees;
and a draft Fiscal Year 2026 newsletter update for board review prior to mailing.

c) Clerk Report – Clerk Stamboulellis

d) Treasurer Report – Treasurer Metz

e) Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals – Fletcher Reyher, Director of Planning and
Zoning

f) FOSP Board – Clerk Stamboulellis

g) Farmland & Open Space Preservation Board – Barry Lonik

h) Huron River Watershed Council – Sue Bade, Dexter Township Representative

i) Trustee Report – Trustee Nolte
Trustee Nolte raised the possibility of the township providing a centralized digital storage
location for homeowner’s association documents, such as articles of incorporation, which are
frequently lost during leadership transitions. Supervisor Scott indicated this would be explored
with the township's IT provider, BlackRock, and that a dedicated HOA section on the township
website may be an option.

j) WWRA Report – Clerk Stamboulellis

Data & Performance Metrics:

a) Fire Department activities:
The Fire Department dashboard report was made available as supplemental material.

b.) Sheriff's Department activities:
The Sheriff's Department report was distributed as supplemental material, having been received
after the packet deadline.
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Second Call for Public Comment:
Planning Commission Chair Steven Burch, 9914 Horseshoe Bend, urged the board and the
newsletter to actively solicit public participation in planning commission meetings, particularly
regarding data center policy development, noting that the absence of early public engagement
during the short-term rental process led to significant conflict at the public hearing stage.

Joseph Spiegel, 7905 Sauer Road, spoke as a private citizen in support of the same theme,
recommending a community outreach effort on data centers prior to ordinance development, and
reiterating support for the ICE and LGBTQ resolutions.

Ramiro Martinez, 11774 Quigley Road, urged the board to pass both the immigration and
LGBTQ resolutions, noting the importance of all community members feeling welcome and safe.

Paul Kissinger, 9810 Huron River Drive, introduced himself as a landscape architect and recent
township resident with extensive experience in public engagement and master planning, and
offered his assistance to the township on those matters.

Other Issues, Comments and Concerns of Board Members & Staff:
Supervisor Scott announced the launch of the Township Photo Contest, which will open through
the end of June, with details posted on the township's Facebook page and website. Trustee
Abbott provided a verbal update on the Emergency Preparedness Coffee Chat held the prior
Saturday, noting it was available on the Dexter Township YouTube channel.

Adjournment:
There being no further business, Supervisor Scott adjourned the meeting at 8:13

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, MICHELLE STAMBOULELLIS, THE DULY QUALIFIED CLERK FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF DEXTER, WASHTENAW COUNTY,
MICHIGAN, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FORGOING IS A TRUE AND COMPLETE COPY OF CERTAIN PROCEEDINGS TAKEN BY THE DEXTER
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT A REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH DAY OF MAY AND THAT THE FORGOING MINUTES ARE
THE APPROVED MINUTES FOR THE MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH, DAY OF MAY 2026.

MICHELLE STAMBOULELLIS, CLERK, DEXTER TOWNSHIP

“These minutes were initially generated using ClerkMinutes software and subsequently reviewed and edited by the Dexter Township Clerk.”


